New Online Visa Form:

Facilitating the visa application
process for business travelers
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ACommon Visa Myths U.S. Consulate General Shanghai 1



U. S. Department of State
streamlines the visa process

ONLINE NIV VISA APPLICATION FORM

A Speed the NIV application process

A Eventually increase the number of applicants that
consular staff can interview daily

ATransform the process into a
environmentally-friendly operation



AmCham Shanghai Roll-out

January 11t 2010

A Corporate Visa Program (CVP) is a joint U.S. Consulate &
AmCham Program.

A Online NIV application must be completed for all CVP
visa appointments on or after January 11,

A Roll-out to all visa applicants on February 1.

A Consular Section has developed several initiatives to
assist CVP members in their efforts to support the U.S. -
China commercial relationship.



U. S. Consulate Shanghai
supports CVP members

A Hold workshops from Dec 22nd-Jan 6th

ALaunch new o0Consul ar Blog6 and
on the AmCham website.

www.amcham-shanghai.org/cvpblog

A Post presentations, FAQs, and other helpful information
on both the AmCham website and the U.S. Consulate
Shanghai website.

http://shangai.usembassy-china.org.cn



Key Changes

A Before

A Only hard copy (paper)

A Up to three forms:
DS-156, DS-157, DS-158

A Print entire application

A After
A Soft copy (electronic)

A One form: DS-160

A Print only confirmation
page



How will it work? -1

A Instructions are in English but selecting "¢ " will enable automatic
pop-up "Tooltip" assistance in Chinese language when the
applicant "hovers" mouse pointer over the text.

| Contactus | Help

: I , i U_ S_ DEPARTMENT Of$IA_‘ Select Tooltip Lanmaze feskelliiEN]

CONSULAR ELECTRONIC APPLICATION CENTER

COMPLETE

Nonmmrmmgrant Visa Applcation

Getting Staited

_ . o . s &, A0E HEIEE{EE, #F-41EaY
NOTE: If there is no ac 20 minutes or more §-x. H [ 5 _L;E BEIER, Faizns
online application, your session will expire and all enlC .




How will it work? - 2

A Answer all questions in English
Personal Information 1

NOTE: Data on this page must match the information as it is written in your passpart,

Surnames Help: Surmamaes

| THANG

Given Names

AN Help: Given MNames

Full Name in Mative alphabet

[T Does Mot Apply




How will it work? - 3

A Save regularly to hard drive

A If the cursor remains inactive for 15 minutes, the form resets and
alldataislost. | f you havendt saved t he
re-start all over again.

A Saving the file on hard-drive is crucial in case corrections are
needed.

Surnames Help: Surnames

Microsoft Internet Explorer x|

'j [Fri Feb 6 14:41:16 CST 2009] There has been no activity for 15 minutes, As a security measure, your session will
Ls

time out in 5 minutes. Click OK to continue.

Full Name in Native Alphabet

[~ Does Not Apply 8
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How will it work? 04

Select the Consulate where the appointment has
been scheduled: Shanghai.

BeginBesume Application Process

LamIC Al yvour photo:

MERIDA, If you choose the wrong
location, the Shanghai
Consulate will not be

able to interview you.

n the online application:

ation



How will it work? o5

Print the confirmation page and bring to AmCham
office and the consular section for visa interview

WAFBRISIF 2 -

TRILEIMELS ¢ SHAO, LEI

B4 - (tbin: P EXRE=

“China” ) CHINA
G1756899
10+—H 2009

EEMASHS: AA0000MSW]

8F, 1038 West Nanjing Road AA 0 DM 5T

Shanghai

Print Confirmation [ Print Application EEB) Email Confirmation [3J

XA e—K i Yersion 01.00.03
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Tip 1: Accuracy matters

It is iImportant to correctly complete the form.
Verify: Surname, Given name, DOB, Gender, Passport #.

- + FORM MUMBER: [i5= 1 &I
Personal Intformation 1 TN DA Bar ot
ESTIMATED BURLDEM: 5 Mk

NOTE: Data on this page must match the information as it 15 writben in your passport.

Help: Surnames

" THE INFORMATION

. PROVIDED IN THESE FIELDS
¥ \WILL BE PRINTED ON THE
o VIISA.

Given Narmes

Full Mame in Mative Slphabst

[ Does Mot Apply




Tip 2: Focus on Visa Type

Travel Information Travel Information

. i A ; NOTE: Provide the following information concerning your trave
NOTE: Provide the following information concerning your travel business or pleasure are principal applicants, even if you are {

business or pleasure are principal applicants, even if you are tr you are coming to the United States in a category of visa that
you are coming to the United States in a category of visa that p or get married, you are the principal applicant. You are not the
or get married, you are the principal applicant. You are not the are accompanying your spouse or parent who is coming to the
are accompanying your spouse or parent who is coming to the of visa that permits them to work, study, or get married.

of visa that permits them to work, study, or get married.

Q: are you the principal applicant?

Q: are you the principal applicant? A:
A:

" Yes (¢ No

Answer the additional question:

* Yes (" No

Answer the additional question: Surnames of Principal Applicant
|ZHANG

Purpose of _Trip to U.S., @ Given Mames of Principal Applicant
- SELECT ONE - [SAN

- SELECT ONE -
BUSINESS/CONFERENCE VISITOR {B1) Principal Applicant's Purpose of Trip to U.S. @
TOURIST/IPERSONAL TRAVEL VISITOR (B2) e
BUSINESS/IPERSONAL TRAVEL (B1,B2) - SELECT ONE - v
BORDER CROSSING CARDJ/LASER VISA (BCC)

STUDENT/EXCHANGE VISA (F, J, M, Q) STUDENT/EXCHANGE VISA (F, J, M, Q)
OTHER OTHER




Tip 3: Be thorough and specific

Applicants will not be interviewed if education and
employment data is incomplete.

Only use odo not knowoO or odo

Q: Have you attended any educational insttutions
elementary schools?

A v Cho EXAMPLE WHERE INFORMATION
e e s |§ FREQUENTLY EXCLUDED.

Name of Insttution
=
Street Address (Line 1)

Street Address (Line 2) *Optona/
i Xl A ALK

| j 13




Tip 4. Lisprevioustravel to the U.S.

Providing information on previous visas or refusals
can speed up the application process.

Q: Have you ever been issued a U.S, Visa?
A: ¢ Yes  No

Previous U.S, Visas

Date Last Visa Was Issued
v v |

iFormat: DD-MMM-YYYY)

Visa Number
| " Do Mot Know

Q: are you applying for the same type of visa?

A: " Yes " No

Q: Are you applying in the same country where
the visa above was issued and is this country

your principal country of residence?

A: " Yes { No
14




Tip 5: Be honest

Be honest when answering questions, otherwise you
may be refused a visa and be permanently ineligible
for a U.S. visa.

ponthly Salary in Local Currency (if smeloyed) MONTHLY SALARY AMOUNT AND
| Fooesneissy 4 gPECIFIC JOB DUTIES SHOULD

Briefly descnbe your duties: | BE STATED-

15



Checklist to Avoild Common Mistakes
1of2

X State if the application was filled out by a different
person other than the applicant.

X List all other names and spellings/pinyin.
X Be specific about employment
Poor examples: employee, businessman.
X If monthly salary is variable, provide average.
X Always specify travel plan.
XCompl ete oPersons Traveling

16



Checklist to Avoild Common Mistakes
2 of 2

X List last five visits to the United States, not just latest.
X List previous refusals.

X List all countries visited in the last five years if
prompted.

X List parents, even if deceased.
X List spouse, even if divorced or widowed.

17



AmCham Process

A New procedure #1 : All applicants are no longer required to
submit a resume, travel plan, invitation letter.

A New procedure #2: Applicants must bring the following to
AmCham:
I Confirmation page and extra real photo
I FT Questionnaire (download and fill out in advance)

A New procedure #3: All interview applicants now caurry their own
documents to the consular section.

I Reminder: Old passports and proof of ties can be helpful.

I Applicants with a background in science and technology
and/or advanced degrees should continue to bring resume,
travel plan, invitation letter to the interview.



Frequent Traveler Program

A Requirements:

I Same visa class (B1/B2 g B1/B2)

I Previous visa was issued in China

I No refusals since last visa was issued

I Previous visa expired within the past 12 months
|

Previous US visa does not
Received on (Date)o

I And all applicants under 14 or over 79

Note: Some applicants will be required to appear at consular

section for an interview.
19



MYTH # 1: | t Os extr em
visa to the United States.

FACTS:

A The U.S. welcomes legitimate travelers and works to facilitate
business travel.

A In 2008, U.S. Consulate General Shanghai adjudicated
175,000 NIV applications.

A Approximately 90% of NIV applicants in Shanghai are issued
visas. CVP applicants have an ever higher approval rate.

20



MYTH#2: T her e |
VI sa of

FACTS:

AThere are no o0righto or owrong
truthful and accurate answers.

A 214(b) presumes immigrant intent

A In order to overcome 214(b), applicants must have a
legitimate purpose of travel and be able to show strong
economic or social ties to China.

A Visa officers will assess the overall credibility of an
applicant and whether or not the trip makes sense.

21



MYTH #3 : CVP members must always
use CVP for visa applications

FACTS:

All applicants may also:

1) Make interview appointments through the China-
wide Call Center.

2) Submit Frequent Traveler Application at Citic Bank.

22



MYTH #4 . CVP program is only for business
travel.

FACTS:

A Business or leisure travel
A All family members are eligible.

A Family members do not need to be accompanied.

23



MYTH #5 : Since AmCham offers expedited
appointments, applicants can
wait until just before intended
travel date to apply for a visa.

FACTS:

A The applicant should request a visa appointment AT
LEAST 45 days in advance of the planned travel.

A Even after the visa appointment, if special
processing or other information is required, the
approval of the visa may be delayed.

24



If you want to know more

AoConsul ar Bl ogdé and O0Ask t
AmCham Shanghai website (future)

www.amchamshanghai.org/cvpblog

A Sample online NIV application form
https.//ceac.state.gov/genniv

A U.S. Consulate website
http://shanghai.usembassy-china.org.cn

A U.S. Dept of State website
http://travel.state.gov

h e
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