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Facilitating the visa application 

process for business travelers
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U. S. Department of State 

streamlines the visa process

ONLINE NIV VISA APPLICATION FORM

Å Speed the NIV application process

Å Eventually increase the number of applicants that 

consular staff can interview daily 

ÅTransform the process into a more ògreenó, 

environmentally-friendly operation
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AmCham Shanghai Roll-out

January 11th, 2010

Å Corporate Visa Program (CVP) is a joint U.S. Consulate ð
AmCham Program.

ÅOnline NIV application must be completed for all CVP 
visa appointments on or after January 11th. 

Å Roll-out to all visa applicants on February 1st.

ÅConsular Section has developed several initiatives to 
assist CVP members in their efforts to support the U.S. -
China commercial relationship.
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U. S. Consulate Shanghai 

supports CVP members

Å Hold workshops from Dec 22nd-Jan 6th

ÅLaunch new òConsular Blogó and òAsk the Consuló page 

on the AmCham website. 

www.amcham-shanghai.org/cvpblog 

Å Post presentations, FAQs, and other helpful information 

on both the AmCham website and the U.S. Consulate 

Shanghai website. 

http://shangai.usembassy-china.org.cn
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Key Changes

Å Before

ÅOnly hard copy (paper)

Å Up to three forms:

DS-156, DS-157, DS-158

Å Print entire application

Å After

Å Soft copy (electronic)

ÅOne form: DS-160

Å Print only confirmation 

page
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How will it work? - 1

Å Instructions are in English but selecting "ѐ " will enable automatic 
pop-up "Tooltip" assistance in Chinese language when the 

applicant "hovers" mouse pointer over the text.
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How will it work? - 2

ÅAnswer all questions in English
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How will it work? - 3
Å Save regularly to hard drive

Å If the cursor remains inactive for 15 minutes, the form resets and 

all data is lost. If you havenõt saved the form, you will need to 
re-start all over again.

Å Saving the file on hard-drive is crucial in case corrections are 
needed.
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How will it work? ð4

Select the Consulate where the appointment has 

been scheduled: Shanghai.
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If you choose the wrong 
location,  the Shanghai 
Consulate will not be 
able to interview you.



How will it work? ð5
Print the confirmation page and bring to AmCham 

office and the consular section for visa interview
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Tip 1: Accuracy matters
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It is important to correctly complete the form.

Verify: Surname, Given name, DOB, Gender, Passport #.



Tip 2: Focus on Visa Type

12



Tip 3: Be thorough and specific

Applicants will not be interviewed if education and 

employment data is incomplete.

Only use òdo not knowó or òdoes not applyó if true.  
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Tip 4: List previoustravel to the U.S.
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Providing information on previous visas or refusals 

can speed up the application process.



Tip 5: Be honest
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Be honest when answering questions, otherwise you 

may be refused a visa and be permanently ineligible 

for a U.S. visa. 



Checklist to Avoid Common Mistakes

1 of 2

XState if the application was filled out by a different 

person other than the applicant. 

XList all other names and spellings/pinyin.

XBe specific about employment

Poor examples:  employee, businessman.

X If monthly salary is variable, provide average.

XAlways specify travel plan.

XComplete òPersons Traveling with Youó field.
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Checklist to Avoid Common Mistakes 

2 of 2

XList last five visits to the United States, not just latest.

XList previous refusals.

XList all countries visited in the last five years if 

prompted.

XList parents, even if deceased.

XList spouse, even if divorced or widowed.
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AmCham Process

Å New procedure #1 : All applicants are no longer required to 
submit a resume, travel plan, invitation letter.

Å New procedure #2: Applicants must bring the following to 
AmCham:

ïConfirmation page and extra real photo

ï FT Questionnaire  (download and fill out in advance)

Å New procedure #3: All interview applicants now carry their own 
documents to the consular section.

ïReminder: Old passports and proof of ties can be helpful.

ïApplicants  with a background in science and technology 
and/or advanced degrees should continue to bring resume, 
travel plan, invitation letter to the interview.



Frequent Traveler Program

ÅRequirements:

ï Same visa class (B1/B2 gB1/B2)

ï Previous visa was issued in China

ï No refusals since last visa was issued

ï Previous visa expired within the past 12 months

ï Previous US visa does not say òClearance 
Received on (Date)ó

ï And all applicants under 14 or over 79

Note: Some applicants will be required to appear at consular 
section for an interview.
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MYTH # 1: Itõs extremely difficult to get a 

visa to the United States.

FACTS:

Å The U.S. welcomes legitimate travelers and works to facilitate 

business travel.

Å In 2008, U.S. Consulate General Shanghai adjudicated 

175,000 NIV applications. 

Å Approximately 90% of NIV applicants in Shanghai are issued 

visas. CVP applicants have an ever higher approval rate.
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MYTH #2 : There is a òrightó answer to the 

visa officerõs questions.

FACTS:

ÅThere are no òrightó or òwrongó answers. We expect 
truthful and accurate answers.

Å 214(b) presumes immigrant intent

Å In order to overcome 214(b), applicants must have a 
legitimate purpose of travel and be able to show strong 
economic or social ties to China.

Å Visa officers will assess the overall credibility of an 
applicant and whether or not the trip makes sense.
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MYTH #3 : CVP members must always 

use CVP for visa applications

FACTS:

All applicants may also:

1) Make interview appointments through the China-

wide Call Center.

2) Submit Frequent Traveler Application at Citic Bank.
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MYTH #4 : CVP program is only for business 

travel.

FACTS:

ÅBusiness or leisure travel 

ÅAll family members are eligible.

ÅFamily members do not need to be accompanied.
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MYTH #5 : Since AmCham offers expedited 

appointments, applicants can 

wait until just before intended 

travel date to apply for a visa.

FACTS:

ÅThe applicant should request a visa appointment AT 
LEAST 45 days in advance of the planned travel.  

ÅEven after the visa appointment, if special 
processing or other information is required, the 
approval of the visa may be delayed.
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If you want to know more

ÅòConsular Blogó and òAsk the  Consuló page on the 
AmCham Shanghai website  (future)

www.amchamshanghai.org/cvpblog

Å Sample online NIV application form

https://ceac.state.gov/genniv

Å U.S. Consulate website 

http://shanghai.usembassy-china.org.cn

Å U.S. Dept of State  website

http://travel.state.gov
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